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About Witton Bluff Base Trail
The Witton Bluff Base Trail will be a 1.1-kilometre shared use trail linking the foreshores of Port Noarlunga and Christies Beach.

While there is already a popular, informal path that runs around part of the base of Witton Bluff from Christies Beach, the Witton Bluff Base Trail will seal and improve disability access to the path. It will also extend it via a new elevated boardwalk above the existing wave cut shelf, which will continue around the base of the bluff, through to Port Noarlunga.

The Witton Bluff Base Trail is a high priority project in Council’s Coast Park Plan 2019 and forms part of the state government’s Coast Park vision, which aims to develop a 70 kilometre shared-use path from North Haven to Sellicks Beach with matching funding support provided by local government.
City of Onkaparinga’s 31 kilometre coastline makes up almost half of this vision, and council has been working in close partnership with the state government since 2003 to deliver it. To date, more than half (17.8km) of City of Onkaparinga’s 31 kilometres of Coast Park has been delivered.
What is a seawall and why is it required?
A rock seawall is a type of coastal defence structure constructed with large, interlocking rocks. It is typically built along the shoreline to protect coastal areas from erosion caused by waves and storms.


Functions of a rock seawall:
· Erosion control: Rock seawalls act as barriers, dissipating the energy of waves and preventing them from eroding the shoreline.
· Storm protection: They can help protect coastal properties and infrastructure from storm surge and flooding.
· Shoreline stabilisation: Rock seawalls can help to stabilise the shoreline and prevent it from retreating due to erosion.
Why is the seawall being repaired?
The section of the seawall being upgraded was originally built in the 1970s to prevent erosion at the base of the cliff and protect it from collapsing.
Recent inspections show that parts of the wall are starting to subside, causing it to shift out of shape. If the repairs are not completed, the wall will keep weakening, putting the cliff at greater risk of erosion.
The upgrades will also ensure the seawall is strong enough to withstand the future impacts of climate change.
What is involved in the repair works?
The seawall repairs will include:
· Adding large stones (up to five tonnes) at the base of the seawall to help hold it in place.
· Placing new, larger armour rocks on top of the seawall. These are bigger than the original rocks to better handle future impacts from climate change. We will also reshape the seawall to make it taller and add a crest at the top. This new shape will help break up waves and reduce how much water splashes over the wall.

This work will ensure the seawall stays strong for many years, meaning no further repairs will be needed in this section for a long time. 
How many rocks are required for the works and how will they be delivered?
The rocks used for the project will weigh between 1 and 5 tonnes each. It is estimated that about 25,000 tonnes of new rock will be needed.
Bringing in such a large amount of rock will mean a noticeable increase in the number of trucks in the area with around 20 truck loads per day expected. 
Trucks to deliver the first load around 7-7.30am and the last load around 4.30pm daily.
Where are the rocks coming from and how are they getting to site?
Rocks for the project are being sourced from a quarry in McLaren Vale, and the quarry has already begun collecting and storing them. The rocks will be transported to the site by trucks.
Due to limited access, all deliveries must enter the site through the entrance near the toilet block at the end of Beach Road. The trucks will travel along a route that includes Beach Road, Witton Road, Dale Avenue, and the Esplanade.
Once at the site, the rocks will be temporarily stored on the beach until they are ready to be used for building the seawall.
Who is providing funding for these works?
Funding for the work is being provided by Council along with the federal and state governments. 
When will the seawall repairs commence and how long will it take?
The seawall repair works will commence in late 2024 and is expected to be completed mid-2025.
Once the seawall work is complete, we will begin upgrading the path above the seawall as part of the Witton Bluff Base Trail project.
How will construction be undertaken and what should we expect?
Construction will be undertaken during the hours of 7am and 5:30pm Monday to Saturday.  There may be work outside of these hours approved if required due to site conditions (weather etc).
No night works are planned to be undertaken. 
A site office will be set up at the Christies Beach entry to the trail near the existing toilet block.
Bringing in such a large amount of rock will mean a noticeable increase in the number of trucks in the area.
Trucks and other machinery will be moving onto the Christies Beach Path entrance and at times there will be traffic restrictions. There may be restrictions to some street parking to allow trucks to turn into the site.
People in the area may notice additional noise generated from the work. 
We will be working closely with those residents and businesses in the immediate area.
Will the current path be closed?
Yes, access along the existing path will remain closed to the public during the construction period; Estimated to be from December 2024 to mid-2025. 
How will public safety be maintained?
The contractor is obligated to maintain public safety during the construction phase. This entails conducting risk assessments for all tasks, adhering to safety procedures and policies. 
It is also very important that members of the public avoid all areas under construction and obey all signage.
How can I stay informed?
We have a dedicated Your Say page that we will update regularly to show the progress of the project including images and drone footage.
To receive project updates, simply click on the +Follow button on the page.
Need more information?
If you have a question or would like 
further information, please contact us:
· yoursay@onkaparinga.sa.gova.u 
· Phone: 8384 0666
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