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Introduction 

McLaren Flat Recreation Ground Inc have requested a long-term lease for the continued use of the 

McLaren Flat Recreation Ground. At its February 2025 meeting, Council approved entering into 

long-term lease agreements for our multi-use sporting facilities, subject to the required Public 

Consultation process under Section 202 of the Local Government Act 1999.  We are seeking to 

enter into a long-term lease agreement, structured as three (3) consecutive five (5) year terms.  

The granting of long-term lease will support the continued use of the land in line with Council’s 

Community Land Management Plan for Sportsgrounds, District and General Community Areas, 

Service and Social Facilities. 

At this stage, the lease agreement is yet to be finalised. Subject to the outcomes of public 

consultation, a long-term occupancy agreement will be executed under delegated authority. 

Objections received during the consultation period (if any), will be summarised and presented to 

Council for a final decision. 

Community engagement purpose 

The purpose of the engagement was to gauge the level of community support of providing a long-

term lease to the McLaren Flat Recreation Ground Inc for the continued use of the McLaren Flat 

Recreation Ground.   

Engagement techniques 

The below table outlines the techniques used to promote awareness and encourage participation: 

Technique Reach 

Elected member email Mayor and all elected members 

Emails to stakeholders/groups 1 

Resident letter drop 417 

Email to Your Say members with an interest in 

Blewitt Springs, Kangarilla, McLaren Flat, 

McLaren Vale, The Range, Community and 

sporting facilities, and Council land. 

2,494 Your Say members with an open rate of 

3.45 per cent 

Public notice in The Advertiser General public 

Roadside banner Local Community  

Your Say page with feedback tool General public (168 visitors) 
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Engagement highlights 

Community engagement was open for a period of 26 days, from 1 April 2026 to 26 April 2026. 

During the engagement period, the Your Say page received 200 visits, resulting in 16 contributions 

via the online survey (Verbatim results - Refer to Appendix A). 

Three emails were received (Verbatim results - Refer to Appendix B). 

Two paper-based feedback were provided to the front counter at Noarlunga council (Verbatim 

results - Refer to Appendix B). 

Summary of community engagement outcomes 

Overall, there was very strong support for the proposal. 

Your Say feedback 

Online respondents were provided a survey to share their feedback with structured questions to 

gauge the level of support and opportunity to provide comment. 

Survey 

62.5 per cent of the online respondents to the online survey were from McLaren Flat.   

A breakdown of respondents by suburb can be viewed in Appendix E. 

Through the online survey, respondents were asked whether they supported the proposal. 

All online respondents (16) were in support of the proposal for a long term lease of McLaren Flat 

Recreation Ground. 

Online respondents also had the option to provide a comment via an open text box. Through this 

text box, we received 8 comments. It highlights the vital role McLaren Flat Recreation Ground 

Incorporated has within the community and local sporting clubs.  

Verbatim comments can be found in Appendix A. 

 

Email feedback 

Three emails were received during the community engagement. No clear objections were received. 

Two emails requested further information about the proposal. Responses were provided via email.  

One email expressed their full support for the lease. 

 

The email allowed them to note their views and provide additional comments. 

Verbatim emails can be found in Appendix B. 

 

Paper-based feedback 

Two paper-based feedback were received during the community engagement. No clear objections 

were received. 

One letter stated they want the community centre to remain and the second expressed their 

support for the lease. 
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The paper-based feedback allowed them to note their views and provide additional comments. 

Verbatim paper-base feedback can be found in Appendix B. 
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Evaluation 

The engagement met its objectives and purpose in: 

 Providing clear, easy to read information on the proposals to stakeholders, residents, and 

the community, to ensure they have a good understanding on what they can influence. 

 Informing the community and invite feedback for council’s consideration. 

 Complying with legislative requirements.  

Reach and awareness 

 A total of 2,494 emails were distributed to Your Say members.  

 417 letters were sent to properties located near McLaren Flat Recreation Ground to notify 

residents of the opportunity to participate. 

 On-site signage was used to inform site users. 

Participation 

 During the engagement period, the Your Say Onkaparinga project page received 200 visits 

from 168 visitors, resulting in 16 contributions. 

 This represents a participation rate of approximately 6 per cent, based on the proportion of 

page visits that resulted in a contribution. 

 8 Your Say survey respondents chose to leave feedback about the engagement process 

resulting in the following:  

 

  

 

55.6% (5 out of 9) said it was 

easy to provide feedback 

 

66.7% (6 our of 9) said 

information was clear and easy to 

understand 

 

77.8% (7 our of 9) said it was 

easy find what they were looking for 

 

66.7% (6 out of 9) said  

there was enough time to provide feedback 
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APPENDICIES 

 Appendix A – Online survey comments 

 Appendix B – Email Feedback 

 Appendix C – Onsite Signage 

 Appendix D – Public Notice 

 Appendix E – Letter to Residents 

 Appendix F – Respondents by suburb 
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Sign-off 

All feedback reports are to be reviewed by the Engagement Unit 

(engagement@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au) 

Officer who prepared the document 

Name: Kelly Cooper 

Position title: Property Officer – Leasing and Transactions 

 

Reviewed by  

Name: Lisa Kemp 

Position title: Community Engagement Advisor 

Date: 28/05/2026 and 03/06/2026 

 

Reviewed by  

Name: Fiona Dallimore 

Position title: Team Leader Property Transactions 

Date: 23/07/2026 

 

Approved by  

Name: Ian Hawkins 

Position title: Manager Community Safety and Property 

Date: 27/07/2026 
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Appendix A:  Verbatim Your Say Survey Comments 

 

SUPPORT 

Yes, I support this proposal (received via Your Say survey) 

The tenant leasing the property should be responsible for managing the land (mowing, waste 

removal, general upkeep, line marking, and minor updates) themselves. This shouldn't be the 

responsibility of the council. If they require that service, they should be responsible for paying the 

council the appropriate rates to provide it. This is just like a residential retail tenancy agreement.  

Any major building maintenance should be the council's responsibility. 

 

I support any proposal that helps sporting clubs future proof. 

 

I know this is not the right forum to share these thoughts, but Im not sure where is. I feel the bowling 

green area needs to be developed. It is unused and a waste of a space that could add to the local 

area. There is very little to engage kids in the area and although the playgrounds are nice, there needs 

to be more. The bowling green is unused and it would be amazing to see it developed into a skate 

park. The park in Willunga gets used well but it would be great for local kids to have somewhere they 

can get to without a parent.  

I'm sure people would agree they would like to see something worthwhile for our community done 

with the ridiculously expensive council rates we pay. 

 

Funding for upgraded facilities are needed. 

 

Will this be of a financial benefit to the Rec Ground teams? 

It is a highly valuable resource for our small community and offers lots for all age groups.  

The need to maintain these areas to a top condition is vital. 

 

The recreational ground is well used by both community, sporting and general residents for walking 

etc so I believe you should leave as is and extend the lease. 

The only issue I have is that the road circulating the oval and servicing the school traffic could do with 

resurfacing. 

 

What are the advantages or disadvantages of this proposal. 

You have not out lined anything in your Community consultation as to what this means for the 

Community Clubs future. 

More information would be appreciated, for people to make an informed opinion 

 

Given this was originally community owned I would think it would be appropriate to be a peppercorn 

lease 
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Appendix B:  Email Feedback & Paper based feedback 
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Appendix C:  Onsite Signage 

 

Location of signs 

41-47 Main Road, McLaren Flat  SA  5171 

Banners – Marked in red in aerial and street view 

Cor flutes – Marked in green in aerial and street view 
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Banner signs 
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Core flute signs 
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Appendix D:  Public Notice 

 

Published in The Advertiser 1 April 2026 
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Appendix E:  Letter to Residents 
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Appendix F:  Respondents by suburb 
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